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Terror Management Theory: The Effect on Death-Thought Accessibility and Faith in Progress
There are only two things certain in this life, death, and taxes. When one thinks about these things, it brings on certain anxiety. Death creates just a little more. While all organisms have a drive toward self-preservation, we as human beings are unique in our way to self-reflect on death. (Rutjens, Van Der Pligt, & Van Harreveld, 2009) (Kelley, Crowell, Tang, Harmon-Jones, & Schmeichel, 2015)Even if we are not in imminent danger, we can ask ourselves; I wonder what happens when I die? When will I die? Will I be ready? When we reflect in death
the terror management theory argues that people put more faith in their worldviews to buffer the anxiety. (Rutjens, Van Der Pligt, & Van Harreveld, 2009) People tend to think more about the future, have more faith in overall progress, tend to pull towards similar point of views when thinking about death. 
“Mortality salience results in changes in a multitude of different domains including attitudinal changes and behaviors, ranging from: derogation and/or punishment of moral transgressors or dissimilar others; increased stereotypic thinking; increased patriotism; to self-esteem striving and increased prosocial behavior.”( (Munns & Madison, 2013, p. 5))








































First, we predict that participants who wrote about death should complete more word-fragments with death-related words (e.g. SKU_ _ with SKULL, COFF_ _ with COFFIN, and DE_ _ with DEAD) than participants who wrote about dental pain or getting into college (who will complete the same word fragments with neutral words, like SKUNK, COFFEE, and DEAL). Second, we predict that participants who wrote about death will disagree with the pessimistic position of the human progress essay author more than participants in the other two conditions.
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